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THE LONG WALK TO FREEDOM 

On Monday 20 February 2012, six of 

the seven Movement for Democratic 

Change (MDC) supporters walked out of 

Harare Remand Prison and Chikurubi 

Maximum Prison marking the end of 

their 9 month battle for freedom and 

the beginning of a long awaited break 

from the dingy prisons. The seventh ac-

tivist will be released today. The seven, 

Councillor Tungamirai Madzokere Laza-

rus Maengahama, Stanford Maengaha-

ma, Phineas Nhatarikwa, Stanford 

Mangwiro, Rebecca Mafikeni and 

Yvonne Musarurwa were granted bail on 

the 18th of February by Deputy Chief 

Judge, Justice Luke Malaba following an 

appeal made by the defense led by 

Charles Kwaramba to the Supreme 

Court.  

The seven are among 29 MDC support-

ers and Glen View residents facing 

trumped up charges of murdering a po-

lice officer at a Glen View nightclub in 

May 2011, in a case which has largely 

been viewed as a political ploy to si-

lence the MDC supporters. Three re-

main in custody including MDC Youth 

Assembly Chairperson, Solomon Mad-

zore, remains in remand.  

Responding to the granting of bail to 

the seven, lawyer, Jeremiah Bamu 

wrote on a Facebook page dedicated to 

the activists,  

„It has been a long walk, and 

a protracted battle, but final-

ly, Tungamirai Madzokere, 

Lazarus Maengahama, Stan-

ford Maengahama, Phineas 

Nhatarikwa, Stanford 

Mangwiro, Rebbecca Mafikeni 

and Yvonne Musarurwa, will 

walk out of the gates of re-

mand prison on bail... Hats 

off to Charles Kwaramba for 

his sterling efforts and tire-

less quest for the release of 

these Cdes. Our hope remains 

with Solomon Madzore for 

the expeditious processing of 

his bail appeal and have high 

hopes that he shall also be 

set free‟ 

While the activists, whose charges re-

main unsubstantiated, were walking out 

of prison, President Robert Mugabe was 

on the ZANU PF controlled Zimbabwe 

Broadcasting Cooperation (ZBC) in an 

interview responding to a question on 

alleged fraud charges against the Prime 

Minister, Morgan Tsvangirai where he 

said, 

 “What we don‟t want is peo-

ple getting arrested on the 

basis of evidence which is not 

clear and on the basis of facts 

which have not been thor-

oughly investigated. The po-

lice must investigate these 
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cases thoroughly so that by the time they get to the stage of build-

ing a case and taking it to the court, they are quite sure that they 

have a case against the particular individual to who it relates but 

just rushing to build a case against somebody doesn‟t do us good at 

all,”  

The words above sound hypocritical coming from President Mugabe who has, since 

independence, presided over a police force which arrests on suspicion and not on 

evidence and a political party which uses prosecution as a form of persecution. 

During the Gukurahundi in the 1980’s, ZAPU officials were detained for long peri-

ods of time without trial. One such example was the detention of the late Lookout 

Masuku and Dumiso Dabengwa for four years without trial as a strategy to force 

ZAPU to form a unity government with ZANU.  

Over the years, prolonged detentions have been used  to silence dissent and as a 

form of both physical and psychological torture against opponents of the Mugabe 

regime. In 2007, MDC officials including Dennis Murira and Paul Madzore were in-

carcerated for over five months under unsubstantiated terrorism charges. Despite 

spending five months in prison, the charges were never substantiated leading to 

the dropping of the terrorism charges. In December 2008, Zimbabwe Peace Project 

(ZPP) Director, Ms. Jestina Mukoko and other civil society activists and MDC sup-

porters were abducted from their homes and unlawfully incarcerated for three 

months without fair trial. An order for permanent stay of criminal proceedings 

against Mukoko was issued by the Zimbabwe Supreme Court citing human rights 

abuses during her abduction and incarceration. 

The police in Zimbabwe have become a law unto themselves, arresting to investi-

gate and not investigating to arrest. In most instants, the accused persons are re-

leased due to lack of evidence. If the President really believes in what he said dur-

ing the interview he should reign in the police and ensure that before they make 

any arrests they conduct thorough investigations and arrest based on facts as op-

posed to political affiliation.  

The tactics used against the liberation fighters including the President by the Smith 

regime are being used to oppress Zimbabweans raising the question, ‘What is in-

dependence?’ Is it getting rid of one oppressor in order to create another?  
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Calls to adopt the Human Rights Commission bill valid  

 The establishment of independent and 

democratic bodies is one of the sign-

posts of the Global Political Agreement 

(GPA). Since its consummation in 2009, 

government has set up the Media Com-

mission, the Anti-Corruption Commis-

sion as well as the Human Rights Com-

mission to regulate and put in place 

some checks and balances on different 

sectors in the country. 

Whilst other commissions are active, 

though questionably it is a great cause 

for concern that the Human Rights 

Commission (HRC) remains redundant 

because its bill has not yet been passed 

into law. The commission, which was 

set up in March 2010, still lacks power 

to investigate and bring cases of human 

rights violations for prosecution.  

The (HRC) consisting of a chairperson 

and 7 other members appointed by the 

president according to Section 118(5) 

of the constitution, is mandated to pro-

mote the protection, development and 

attainment of human rights, to monitor, 

assess, investigate and ensure ob-

servance of human rights; and to per-

form such other functions as may be 

prescribed in an act of Parliament. 

, The Human Rights Commission Bill 

gazetted in June 2011 is yet to be pre-

Contact  Us : 04-704418 / 0772471668 Email : info@crisis.co.zw / publications@crisis.co.zw Web :www.crisiszimbabwe.org 

sented before the House of Assembly 

and Senate for adoption. If adopted, 

the Zimbabwe Human Rights Commis-

sion Act would empower the commis-

sion to investigate people in their indi-

vidual capacities, State and corporate 

institutions for human rights abuses. 

In a report to the Organ Summit of 

March 2011, South African President 

and SADC facilitator, Jacob Zuma ex-

pressed his concern over the dormancy 

of this important commission, saying 

the absence of enabling legislation was 

undermining its effectiveness. The de-

lay in passing the Bill is worrying given 

that cases of politicalviolence and in-

timidation  have  already started grow-

ing ahead of   elections. 

By activating the Bill, the Commission 

will be capacitated to work as a watch-

dog responsible for monitoring and as-

sessing the promotion and protection of 

human rights in Zimbabwe. It will also 

have powers to visit places of detention 

like prisons and refugee camps to see if 

there is compliance with the human 

rights standards. The Commission  will 

not only deal with the civil and political  

rights violations that have become so 

widespread in the country, but it will 

also stand for the protection of people’s 
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social and economic rights. 

The work of the Commission which is to be independent and objective will be a 

welcome move as it is expected to deal with continued violations such as torture 

and arbitrary arrests of journalists and pro- democracy players. It is thus im-

portant that the Bill be passed into law, that adequate resources be availed; and 

that there be no political interference for the Commission so that it can freely 

and fairly carry out its mandate.  
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Zimbabweans should participate in referendum- 

Madhuku 

The Chairperson of the National Constitutional Assembly (NCA), Professor 

Lovemore Madhuku has urged Zimbabweans to participate in the referendum 
whether they vote ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ as they have the obligation to participate in the 

governance of their country. He said this during a public meeting hosted by Cri-
sis in Zimbabwe Coalition (CiCZ) and the Mass Public Opinion Institute (MPOI) 

on the 23rd of February 2012 at Crown Plaza Hotel in Harare. Professor 
Madhuku was part of a panel which included Honorable Douglas Mwonzora 

(COPAC CO-Chairperson), Mr. Thabani Nyoni (CiCZ Spokesperson), Dr Charity 
Manyeruke (Political Science Lecturer at the University of Zimbabwe) and was 

chaired by Mr. Herbert Domba (MPOI Chairperson).  
 

In his presentation, Professor Madhuku emphasized that citizens should allow 
COPAC to complete its work and then make a judgment after the process is 

complete, through the referendum.  He stated that, “Give politicians time to 
write the constitution then we go for a referendum. It is up to Zimba-

bweans to decide whether they want the constitution or not.” Speaking 

at the same meeting the Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition Spokesperson, Thabani 
Nyoni indicated that civil society has played a major role in the constitution 

making process and even though the process is disappointing civics will continue 
supporting it. “As Civil society organizations we are going to support the 

Constitution making process which will make us move forward”, said Mr. 
Nyoni.  

 
However, Dr. Manyeruke told participants that what is needed in Zimbabwe is 

implementation of laws and not necessarily a thousand documents put in writ-
ing. Dr. Manyeruke pointed out that the Constitution making process has be-

come a political affair which is no longer people driven.  
 

The COPAC Co-Chair Honorable Mwonzora dismissed the alleged National report 
published in The Herald in December 2011 as a farce and enlightened the audi-

ence that it was only a sixth of the whole National report. He informed people 

that information from the constitution is also being gathered from the Yellow 
draft constitution drafted in 1992, NCA draft, the rejected draft of 2000 and the 

Kariba draft.  In support of the drafters the Honorable noted that the drafters 
were well experienced and had the credentials to carry out the work as they 

were also involved in the 1999 draft.  The Honorable informed the audience that 
eighteen chapters had been produced with review of the seven completed by 

COPAC. The meeting was also informed that the leaking of the COPAC draft was 
done by an enemy who wanted to destroy the process and fuel divisions within 

the inclusive government. The Honorable noted that clause 642 was not target-
ed at any individual as indicated by, the President, R.G Mugabe’s speech on the 

eve of his birthday. 
 

Four outstanding issues remain, according to Hon. Mwonzora, 
land, citizenship, structure of devalued government and the issue 

of the death penalty.  
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